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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 60TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSAL

DECLARATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS AND THE INTER-
NATIONAL DAY OF HUMAN
RIGHTS

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
enthusiasm that | rise in recognition of the his-
toric International Day of Human Rights and
the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights that passed on Decem-
ber 10, 2011. It was a day that recognized the
momentous efforts made in 1948 by the
United Nations General Assembly which de-
clared that the citizens of the world have basic
and essential human rights. This effort was in
reaction to the immediate aftermath of the
crimes against humanity in World War II. This
noble accomplishment made by the inter-
national community established the funda-
mental freedoms of humankind and worked
not only to cultivate, but also continuously pro-
tect international peace.

The adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights signified an international com-
mitment to preserving and building the founda-
tion of human rights, which serves as an en-
during resolve for advocates around the world.
2011 was a historic year that recognized the
momentous actions of global protestors trying
to rid themselves of tyranny and move to-
wards democracy. Met with forceful and dan-
gerous opposition, these protestors stayed the
course and fought for what they believed in.

In June of 2011, | met with Iran180, a multi-
cultural and multi-faith organization estab-
lished with the goal of addressing the human
rights violations and aggressive pursuit of nu-
clear weapon development. |, alongside sev-
eral members of the New York delegation pre-
sented an award to Mr. Ahmad Batebi, a stu-
dent who was involved in the July 1999 pro-
tests against the Iranian government at
Tehran University. He was arrested, tried in
closed-door proceedings, was sentenced to
death and spent eight years being tortured in
prison until his escape in 2008. Since then,
Batebi serves as the chairman of Cyber Dis-
sidents where he continues to advocate for
human rights and democracy.

Mr. Batebi is an inspiration to all people, es-
pecially to those living under oppressive cir-
cumstances. We have to stand up and fight
for what we believe in order to achieve free-
dom and liberty without living in repressive
conditions.

The uphill struggles to promote and protect
human rights have been expanding in my be-
loved district, from the efforts of the NAACP,
Amnesty International, the American Citil Lib-
erties. Union, the Human Rights Campaign,
Alianza Dominicana, and several other out-
standing organizations that continue to be a
cornerstone in my Harlem community for peo-
ple who would otherwise not have the essen-
tial civil liberties of participating in the political
process.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in expressing the utmost grat-
itude towards the work of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights and the numerous
organizations that fight diligently for to pre-
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serve our fundamental principles of humanity.
We must work tirelessly to ensure that all
Americans and around the world exercise the
same basic human rights.

———

HONORING NOVELEAN “MOTHER”
HARRIS

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today and invite my colleagues
to join me in honoring Novelean “Mother” Har-
ris of Richmond, California, who passed on
January 11, 2012 at the age of 95. Mother
Harris was a deeply religious and caring
woman who fed and clothed the unfortunate
and those in need, and a pioneering business
owner in her community.

Mother was the second child born to the
late Charlie and Lillie Turner on Thursday,
June 15, 1916 in Bernice, Louisiana. She
came to know Christ at an early age when her
family moved to El Dorado, Arkansas, and
joined the New Bethel Baptist Church. Later,
Novelean married the love of her life, the late
George H. Harris, and had two sons, James
and George, and a daughter, Carolyn.

George moved his family to Richmond, Cali-
fornia, in 1943 to seek better opportunities.
Soon afterwards, George and Mother joined
North Richmond Missionary Baptist Church,
under the late Reverend F.W. Watkins, where
they were active participants in their church
and their community. George opened one of
the first successful insurance businesses in
Richmond. He was also one of the first African
Americans to serve on the Contra Costa
County Grand Jury. With the goal in mind to
also own a business, Novelean enrolled at the
Charm Beauty School in Oakland, obtained
her state cosmetology license, and opened the
first African American owned beauty salon in
North  Richmond. She later established
Novelean’s Beauty Salon on the Southside of
the city where she mentored and trained other
women to become licensed cosmetologists. At
the time of her death, Mother Harris held one
of the oldest business licenses in the City of
Richmond.

Mother Harris served in many capacities at
North Richmond Missionary Baptist Church,
but she will be most remembered for running
the church’s Soup Kitchen. Mother Harris
never turned away a hungry person. She and
her volunteer staff provided nutritious meals to
countless people and ensured that the needy
received a bag of groceries and clothes. She
ministered to the homeless who came to eat.
Each day at noon, Mother Harris would stop
whatever she was doing to lead a prayer. Her
passion for feeding the hungry extended be-
yond her service in the church. Mother Harris
often prepared large pots of soup in her own
kitchen and delivered meals to the homes of
seniors and the disabled.

Mother Harris was a strong pillar in her city.
She encouraged others in the community to
vote and supported the campaigns of many
who sought elected office by giving advice,
raising contributions, and feeding candidates
in local, state, and national elections.

The City of Richmond declared May 5,
2007, “Mother Harris Day” in honor of her
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contributions to the community. A bench was
dedicated to her outside of North Richmond
Missionary Baptist Church. Mother Harris was
a life member of the Richmond Branch
NAACP and was a founding member of the
Cosmetology Organization of the Greater Bay
Area.

Simply stated by Mother Harris, “God gave
me a vision early in my life to reach out and
help those in need.” She leaves a legacy for
us all to follow.

| ask my colleagues to join with me in offer-
ing sincere condolences to her children, fam-
ily, and friends.

——

WORTH THE WAIT FOR PAGE
PIRATES FANS

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, the saying that
good things come to those who wait can be
applied to the fans of the Walter H. Page High
School football team. Page fans have been
waiting since 1985 for their football team to
capture a state championship. The Pirates
completed a 15-0 perfect season with the title
win, on December 3, 2011. | would like to take
this time to recognize Page High School’'s
football team, located in the Sixth District of
North Carolina, for winning the Class 4-AA
state championship. The Page Pirates de-
feated Garner High, 35-21, in front of more
than 10,000 fans at BB&T Field in Winston
Salem.

The Pirates took the lead in the second
quarter and never looked back. “Our kids be-
lieved they were supposed to be here, and |
believe they not only deserve to be here, but
to win it, and we did,” Page Coach Kevin Gil-
lespie told the (Greensboro) News & Record.
The program’s undefeated 15-0 record solidi-
fies both his and the player’s beliefs.

Garner High began to gain momentum and
cut the lead to seven points in the third quar-
ter, but Pirates quarterback, James Summers
answered with a 54-yard touchdown on the
very next play. This display of athleticism and
determination earned him the game’s Most
Valuable Player award. All members of the
Page football team contributed to the perfect
season, including Jalen Gavin, Carter Stanley,
Jonathan Lynch, Kysung Young, Brian Spain,
Jarvis Small, Orlando Hatfield, Blake Hickman,
Carter Greene, Jordan Putnam, Thomas Little,
Christian Cranford, Marcus Demery, Ed Britt,
Ryan Jackson, William Henry, Savon Wall,
Shedrick Pate, Drew Rogers, Devonta Hooker,
Kahlil Wilson, Evan Roer, A.J. Capel, Shaun
Workinger, Grant Brewer, Eric Kelly, Justin
Smith, Tim Wharton, Lorenzo Featherston,
DeAnthony Brooks, Chance Maness, Ventura
Anthony, Jacob Green, Anthony Hope, Chris
Hamrick, Arrius McCain, David Jennings,
Jaxon Cummings, Jonathan Smith, Kemp
Young, Andrew Lamore, Dishon Stewart, Isa-
iah Towns, Rasheen Wall, Lewis Jones, Alex
Alverez, Matt Mayfield, Tevin Morrison, Chris
Mosley, , and Tommy Laughon.

Credit must be given to Head Coach Kevin
Gillespie and his staff including Norman
Weeks, Gordon Hagen, Todd Halkyer, Cody
Page, Wilson Helms, Chris Ferguson, Kevin
Harris, Earl Sams, Jesse Britt, Malcolm
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Parker, Mark Raynor and Russell Mills, for the
success and growth these young men accom-
plished this season.

Additionally deserving credit is Principal
Marilyn Foley, Athletic Director Rusty Lee,
Nikki Kennedy (Trainer), and Jeremy Godwin
(Statistician).

They may have waited 27 years, but win-
ning with a perfect record was worth the wait.
Again, on behalf of the Sixth District of North
Carolina, we congratulate the Page High
School football program, along with the faulty,
staff, students and supportive community for
their championship season.

RECOGNIZING THE ROTARY CLUB
OF COLUMBUS

HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Rotary Club of Columbus for its
centennial year of providing exceptional,
“Service Above Self,” and for truly living up to
its motto throughout these past 100 years.

The Rotary Club of Columbus was char-
tered on March 5, 1912, as the 38th club in
Rotary International. Ever since that time, Co-
lumbus Rotary has contributed a great amount
to the Columbus area. In 1919, the Rotary
helped to organize the Ohio Society for Crip-
pled Children, now known as Easter Seals.
The Rotary established Camp Enterprise in
1967 to teach the Free Enterprise system to
teenagers, and the program went on to be-
come a model for Clubs across the country. In
2003, the Rotary was especially instrumental
in establishing the Rafiki Orphanage in
Nairobi, Kenya. Columbus Rotary projects
continue today and include important pro-
grams and initiatives like Adopt-A-School,
Homeless Family Foundation, and annual
scholarships to local students.

Without the hard work and selfless contribu-
tions of Columbus Rotary and its members our
great city would not have the vibrancy and
sense of community that it does today. | offer
my congratulations to Columbus Rotary on its
100 years, and | look forward to many more
years to come.

——

RECOGNIZING THE 100 YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE GIRL SCOUTS
OF AMERICA

HON. KATHLEEN C. HOCHUL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize the one hundred year anniversary
of the Girl Scouts of America. Founded in
1912 by Juliette Gordon Low, this organization
has cultivated courage, confidence, and char-
acter in young women and girls across the
Nation. It is the largest organization for girls in
the world and includes 3.2 million scouts
today. Through volunteering, community serv-
ice, adventures, and, of course, cookie sales,
these young women have become the emerg-
ing leaders of our world today.

Girl Scouts participate in a wide variety of
services and projects, from science and tech-
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nology based activities to programs focused
on financial literacy and understanding. Cam-
paigns launched by the Girl Scouts in the past
have included action against bullying and
awareness of eating disorders. The highest
achieving scouts even get the opportunity to
apply for a Capitol Hill internship.

The organization is undeniably an American
institution committed to developing women
leaders, and thus the hundred year mark
comes with much celebration. In honor of this
century of service, 2012 has been designated
“The Year of the Girl,” and the projects we will
see are ambitious, eclectic, and simply inspir-
ing. As a Nation, let us recognize the astound-
ing efforts of the organization and continue to
support the Girl Scouts of America.

———

IN MEMORY OF ALEX BLEVINS

HON. GEOFF DAVIS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor and memory of Alex Blevins, a
devoted father and husband, and the Execu-
tive Director of the Kentucky Court Appointed
Special Advocate or CASA organization.

Alex leaves behind his wife Alice and their
two beautiful children, Harper and Charlie.
Their father was a man who spent years work-
ing as a determined advocate for children in
need, particularly those who were abused and
neglected. On behalf of my wife Pat and my-
self, | want to extend our deepest sympathies
to the Blevins family.

Alex dedicated much of his professional ca-
reer to Kentucky CASA’s mission of providing
leadership and support for local CASA organi-
zations that recruit and train volunteers to
serve abused and neglected children as court
appointed special advocates. Through state-
wide advocacy of the CASA mission and the
provision of training, support and resources,
Kentucky CASA partners with National CASA,
local programs and others to serve as a pow-
erful voice in a child’s life.

Alex had an unbridled compassion for
abused and neglected children. He worked
diligently on their behalf as part of Kentucky
CASA for nearly eight years. He assisted local
chapters and worked to increase the number
of counties in the Commonwealth with CASA
volunteers to ensure more children benefit
from this important service.

Alex graduated from Centre College in
2003. He served on the Kentucky Court of
Justice’s Improvement Project Advisory Board
and National CASA’s Inclusion and Diversity
Committee, as well as Public Policy Co-Chair-
man for Kentucky’s Blue Ribbon Panel on
Adoption and Safety.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring and remembering my friend, Alex
Blevins. Kentucky is a better place because of
Alex and his outstanding contributions to the
Commonwealth. His leadership and compas-
sionate advocacy on behalf of children will be
sorely missed.
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HONORING MR. OFIELD DUKES

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today with Chairman EMANUEL CLEAVER |l and
my colleagues in the Congressional Black
Caucus, CBC, to honor the extraordinary life
of Mr. Ofield Dukes. A trailblazing public rela-
tions titan known far beyond the communica-
tions world, Ofield Dukes will be remembered
as a civil rights champion, an inspiring educa-
tor, a skilled mentor, and a trusted advisor to
the world’s most prominent leaders. With his
passing on December 7, 2011, we look to Mr.
Ofield Dukes’ political legacy and the out-
standing quality of his life’s work.

Born in Rutledge, Alabama, Mr. Dukes grad-
uated with a degree in journalism from Wayne
State University after having been a journalist
while serving in the United States Army during
the Korean War. He soon made a name for
himself as an award-winning writer for the
Michigan Chronicle and, in 1964, Mr. Dukes
was hired as Deputy Director of Information
for President Lyndon Johnson’s Committee on
Equal Employment Opportunity. Within two
years, he had become communications ad-
viser to Vice President Hubert Humphrey. In
1969, Dukes founded Ofield Dukes and Asso-
ciates (ODA), one of the most enduring and
successful public relations firms in the country,
specializing in minority, African-American, Afri-
can, and political affairs. ODA elevated the
profiles of artists, business people, students,
Civil Rights heroes, Members of Congress and
Presidents, alike.

During an era still marred by the scourge of
racism and segregation, Mr. Dukes utilized
brilliant public relations strategies to galvanize
support for the Civil Rights movement and to
get out the vote in the African-American com-
munity after the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
Moreover, without his tireless work, the CBC
would not be “the conscience of the Con-
gress” it is today. He was the organizer of the
first CBC dinner, and a CBC Foundation
Board member for 14 years. His vast political
experience and guidance helped expand the
CBC from its original 13 Members of Con-
gress in 1971 to 43 Members today.

Mr. Dukes also orchestrated the 1981 na-
tional march on Washington, D.C. to make the
birth date of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. a na-
tional holiday.

Furthermore, Mr. Dukes brought the wealth
of his experience to the classroom, spending
over twenty years as a professor at Howard
University and nearly a decade at American
University. It was there that he instilled young
minds with the powerful public relations tools
necessary to create new generations of social
justice. Renowned for his professionalism,
teaching prowess and strong sense of loyalty,
Ofield Dukes encouraged hundreds of African-
American students to enter the field of public
relations. He was a gatekeeper for African-
American reporters needing access to the
White House for every Democratic administra-
tion since the 1960s, a founding member of
the Black Public Relations Society of Wash-
ington, D.C., and the first African American to
receive the Public Relations Society of Amer-
ica’s Gold Anvil, the industry’s highest honor.
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